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THIS WEEKS MEMORY VERSE  
 
Ephesians 4:29 (NKJV)  Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 
necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 
 
 
The Bible, our road-map to right Christian living, __________________ us to carefully 
weigh our words before they enter the atmosphere. 
Colossians 4:6 (NKJV)  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may 
know how you ought to answer each one. 
 
Every time we hear a critical comment, we have the opportunity to either pour  
__________ or ______________ on it!  If I asked the people that know you, which 
would they say you are known for? - - - Water or Gasoline????? 
 
This is the second week in our look at the topic of learning how to love your neighbor.   
The word “learning” is appropriate here because loving your neighbor doesn’t come 
___________________ to anybody. 
 
The primary purposes of this lesson are: 
1.  To explain the biblical meaning of the word love and to teach you how to practice it. 
2.  To present the _________________ for biblical communication. 
3.  To show God’s process for restoration and ______________(if necessary) in His church. 
 
For this portion of our lesson, we are going to be focusing on God’s desire for our speech 
and communication. 
As you listen now, and later this week, go through this lesson own your own……ask  
yourself one simple question.  Do my words _________________ the law of love? 
 
Proverbs 12:18 (NKJV)  There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, But the tongue of the 
wise promotes health. 
Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV)  but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the 
head – Christ -- 
Ephesians 4:25 (NKJV)  Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his 
neighbor,” for we are members of one another 
Ephesians 4:29 (NKJV)  Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 
necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 
 
Are your words truthful?  Are your words ____________ (to those you are speaking to)? 
 
The point that Paul is trying to get across is…..if your __________ is in the on position, that 
the words flowing from it should be intending to impart __________ or edify the hearers. 
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On the topic of truth, never forget that there is a right way and a wrong way to present the 
truth.  Truth must be presented in love and love must always be presented with truth. 
TRUTH WITHOUT LOVE IS ____________, LOVE WITHOUT TRUTH IS ___________! 
Proverbs 16:24 (NKJV) Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, Sweetness to the soul and health 
to the bones. 
 
At this point, let’s look at the meaning of unwholesome talk or corrupt communication. 
“Corrupt communication” means filthy speech – that which is rotten or putrid. 
An _________________ tongue in the mouth of a believer is an index of a corrupt life.   

Matthew 12:33-37 
 
When God changes the heart, He changes the things that proceed from the mouth also.  
James the half brother of Jesus likens the tongue to a horse’s bridal and to the rudder of 
a ship…..the steering mechanism for both.  He goes on to say in: 
James 3:5-6 (Living) 5 So also the tongue is a small thing, but what enormous damage it can do.  
A great forest can be set on fire by one tiny spark. 6 And the tongue is a flame of fire.  It is full of 
wickedness, and poisons every part of the body.  And the tongue is set on fire by hell itself and  
can turn our whole lives into a blazing flame of destruction and disaster. 
 
Proverbs 13:3 (NKJV)  He who guards his mouth preserves his life, But he who opens wide his lips 
shall have destruction. 
*You can talk about me all you please, but I’ll talk about you while on my ____________. 
*I pray today my words be _____________, for tomorrow those words I may have to eat. 
 
What can we learn from the Enola Gay? 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
One of the most difficult situations for the Christian is when a brother or sister in the faith has 
sinned against you.  Praise God that Jesus Himself addressed this issue specifically and has 
given us instruction on __________________, __________________, and church discipline.  
Matthew 18:15-17 (NIV)  Before following this procedure, do this! 
 
Step 1 – Examine your __________________ and heart.                                    Matthew 7:1,5 
Step 2 – Ask God for His __________________.                                                       James 1:5 
Step 3 – Examine your motivation and heart.                                                        Matthew 7:1,5 
Step 4 – Make sure that it is God, and not _______________ ________________, 
               that is calling you to address the issue. 
Step 5 – Examine your motivation and heart.                                                        Matthew 7:1,5 
Now we’re ready to break down the guidelines of this passage. 
 
Principles to keep in mind about verse 15:  The first elimination for this criteria is that this 
application only applies to a fellow believer, not unbelievers (brother), the sin is committed 
against ______________ personally and not another, and most importantly, verse 15 does 
not give us a license for a full out frontal attack on every person who hurts us or says 
something we don’t like. 
 
1 Corinthians 5:11-13 (NIV),       2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 (NIV)          This, in fact, is not an 
injunction to ___________________ a man; it is a challenge to win him with the love which 
can touch even the hardest heart.  It is not a statement that some men are hopeless; it is a 
statement that Jesus Christ has found no man hopeless – and neither must we. 
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1. Memory Verse: Ephesians 4:29 
 
2. Write down some specific times that this scripture came in 

handy during the course of this week. 
 
3. Read Lesson 13, pages 1-6. 
 
4. Study Lesson 13, pages 7-11 with your Bible open to the book 
    of Matthew 18:15-17. 
 
5. Using Matthew 18:15-17 as your reference Answer the 

following: 
• What errors do you commonly experience in this process? 
• How can you prevent them? 

 
6. Study Lesson 13, pages 12-14.  What verses from this section 

impact you the most and why? 
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